
Purpose in Reading 
The Great Gatsby 

By: F. Scott Fitzgerald 
 

While we are reading the great Gatsby we will be going over a plethora of 
literary elements, ideas, themes, concepts, and ideas. You will be writing a paper 
about one of these after we have read the novel. You will spend the time while 
reading collecting evidence to support whatever stance you are taking on the 
novel.  
 
Below are ideas for what your paper can be about: 
  

-Is this the great American novel? Why? 
-Is Jay Gatsby the great American character? Why? 
-Is the main theme of The great Gatsby hope / aspirations? Prove it.  
-Is nick a reliable / good narrator and main character?  
-Is the main theme of the great Gatsby time? Prove it. 
-How is loss incorporated into the novel? Is it a theme? (the loss of 
what?) 
-Choose a symbol from the book and discuss it in depth. (water, green 
light, eyes, cars, etc.) 

 
Choose one of these topics. The entire time we are reading you need to be 
collecting evidence (quotes and page numbers) to back up your point. Look for 
moments that showcase what you want to say. Keep a chart with quotes so that 
you have ample evidence for your paper.  
 
Paper Requirements:  

- 12 pt TNR font 
- Double spaced 
- MLA format  
- At least 3 pages  
- Works cited page  
- Incorporate one outside critic (online or book reference okay)  



Example Chart:  
 

The main theme of the great Gatsby is hope. 
Quote  Pg. Number  Proves it? 

“I hope she'll be a fool -- 
that's the best thing a girl 
can be in this world, a 
beautiful little fool.”  
 

21  Here Daisy is talking about when her 
daughter was born and how she hoped that 
she would be a fool. This proves that 
although Daisy is not the best mother, is a 
weird way she is hopeful that her daughter 
will be okay.  

   

 
 
Make sure you have an excellent thesis for your paper! We will spend time on 
this in class as well, but start thinking and using the things you already 
know in order to prepare and do well.  
 
You’re the best!  


